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21. BUTTRESSED NESTS OF BAYA WEAVER BIRD PLOCEUS 
PHILIPPINUS (LINN.) 


(With a plate) 


This note deals with a field study of the 
Baya Weaver Bird Ploceus philippinus (Linn.) 
made in the two districts of Eastern Rajas- 
than, viz. Alwar and Bharatpur during the 
breeding season in 1982. While studying quali- 
tative and quantitative aspects of abnormality 
in nest structure, I came across 8 buttressed 
nests out of 1952(+) studied nests. 


All buttressed nests were just a combination 
of normal nests with a flap of woven strips of 
various lengths and widths, which were always 
present in one or more angular region(s) of 
the nests (see Plate 1). There are four 
angular regions as can be seen in a normal 
completed nest of Baya Weaver Bird (Sec 
Plate 1). 
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Sometimes suspended nests may be caught 
up in the thorns while swinging about in strong 
breeze. Buttressing is just a device to minimize 
the swings from strong wind. Flap of a buttres- 
sed nest avoids bending in the entrance tube 
and also stalk of nests. This helps a nest to 
keep its position even in thorny bush in windy 
areas. Sometimes the extreme tip of the 
entrance tube becomes dilated and loose due 
to repeated clinging on. To give extra support 
to the loosened tip and lower part of entrance 
tube, a vertical flap is created by the bird in 
a longitudinal direction. 


SATISH KUMAR SHARMA 


22. OBSERVATIONS ON THE NESTING HABITS OF THE BLACK- 
THROATED WEAVER BIRD [PLOCEUS BENGHALENSIS 
(LINNEAUS)] IN THE BARODA REGION 


INTRODUCTION 

Populations of the Blackthroated Weaver 
Bird, Ploceus benghalensis, are found in three 
major regions of India: a large broad band 
from Punjab to Assam; parts of Gujarat 
(Deesa, Baroda); and the North West Frontier 
Province (Thar). Due to high population 
densities in the first area, most major studies 
(Crook 1960, Ambedkar 1972) have been 
conducted in the Kumaon terai of Uttar 
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Pradesh where these birds breed in reed swamps 
and tall grasslands. Their nests are suspended 
from grasses (Saccharum munja and S. sponta- 
neum) 1-2 m. above the ground and overland 
on water. Colonies consist of 3-4 nests where 
males build more than one nest, are polygynous, 
and there is a complete lack of paternal care. 
The aim of this study was to examine varia- 
lion in nest-site selection, nest structure, in- 
ter nest distances, and differences in the repro- 


